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Top 10 Least Wanted

Grab a lasso because this sum4. Japanese Stiltgrass - an8. Wall Lettuce - If broken, stem
mer's round-up of invasive plantsnual grass that threatensleaks a milkys
is champing at the bit to begin! shady, moist, or dry habitats. juice. YeIIow k
You may already be aware of howPatches outcompete native flowers form| :

Eurasian Watermilfoil and Purple vegetation and alter soil a round infloq - _/
Loosestrife adversely impact chemistry. rescence O] ’A\ “
Hamilton County's ecosystem, but5. Garlic Mustard - biennial branche ¢, .

more invasive plants are in "themherb with clusters of cross stems. Vigor Wall Lettuce: .
thar hills" waiting for their chance shaped white flowers. Leavesous seed prc

to take root in our area. duction allows this invasive to over-
1. Swallowwort - perennial vine take disturbed areas.
y = 9. Burning Bush - shrub has dark

green, paired leaves that are red-

with clusters of purple to black,

star-shaped flowers. Dense smell garlicky when crushed.

patches grow in fields and native Colonizes forest under sto- purple in the fall. Dense stands
grasses are overrun. ries. threaten forest and prairie habitats.
2. Japanese Barberry - spiny 6. Yellow Iris - aquatic per- 10. Lesser Celandine - perennial

shrub with red berries and pale  ennial with yellow, mottled herbaceous plant with yellow flow-
yellow flowers that invades for-  brown flowers that invades  ers with dark centers. Floodplain
ests, woodlands, wetlands, and  riverbanks and wetlands and forests and uplands are invaded.
meadows. Wildlife habitat is re- depletes wildlife forage.

duced and soil chemistry is al- 7. Flowering Rush - aquatic Do notplant these deadly invasives
tered. submerged or emergent inva: in your garden. Early detection/

3. Asiatic Bittersweet - deciduous . rapid response is the best way to ro-
woody perennial with green or deo up invasive species. If you see
yellow fruits that split open to re- any of the Top 10 Least Wanted,
veal a red-orange berry. This contact the HCSWCD. We offer
creeping plant smothers native information on how you can help to
vegetation. put these plants in the "bone or-
chard." The Adirondack Park Inva-
sive Plant Program (www.
adkinvasives.com) also has excel-
sive. Flowers have whitish lent information.

pink petals and grow in um-
brellas. Dense stands inhibi
lake recreation.

Does your lawn Iook

Asiatic Blttersweet
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6th Graders
Get Their Feet Wet

Eyes were wide and gasps o
excitement filled Darrell Cook's
classroom as students examine
freshly collected benthic i
macroinvertebrates underps i
microscopes. As the 6th graders fro J{je San Ant
Wells Central School discovered from

Caitlin Stewart's presentation, benthic

organisms, and pollution.
The class hiked to the

sample site on the
Sacandaga River with field
equipment and learned how
to determine stream
velocity using a tennis ball
and stop watch. Students
examined the substrate on

macroinvertebrates are bottom
dwelling organisms that live in
streams for part or all of their life and
are used to determine the water
quality. They also learned about
benthic macroinvertebrate ecology,
metamorphosis, biological indicator

the bottom of the stream
and determined that the
majority was composed of
cobbles, the perfect habitat
for macroinvertebrates.
They then placed kick nets
in the water for critter

collection. Scrapping heels,

rubbing hands, and kicking toes
dislodged invertebrates from rocks,
twigs, and leaves. Trail Blazers Joe
San Antonio assisted with field work.
An enormous crayfish floated into one
of the nets, and concerned students
released it back into its natural habitat.
Organisms were collected in wide
mouth jars containing stream water and

returned to the classroom for laboratory
analysis. Students learned proper
microscope techniques as they viewed
the invertebrates. While they looked
through the eye piece, they saw how
mayflies use gills for oxygen uptake.
Hellgrammite mandibles looked
gargantuan under magnification. The
class used dichotomous keys to identify
the benthic macroinvertebrates.
Formulas were used to determine the
health of the Sacandaga River based on
pollution tolerance values of certain
types of invertebrates. The students
concluded that good water quality
prevailed at their sample site.



