In 1937, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
combated the Dust Bowl by passing
legislation that supported the establishment
of soil and water conservation districts by
local governments with the goals of
preventing flooding and soil erosion. The
Soil and Water Conservation District’s

Law was adopted by the State of New York
in 1940. The Hamilton County Soil and
Water Conservation District was
established on February 4, 1965. Hamilton
County is the third largest in New York
State, and the least populated. Sixty three
percent of our land is state owned Forest
Preserve and remains unaltered by
development. Eighty nine percent of our
county is forested, 5 percent is water and 6
percent is open area and hamlets. We work
for you to manage and promote the wise
use of natural resources in Hamilton
County.

102 County View Drive
PO Box 166, Route 8 Lake Pleasant NY 12108
Phone: 518-548-3991 Fax: 518-548-5602
hcswed@frontiernet.net
www.hamiltoncountyswcd.com
Find us on Facebook

Working to manage and promote
the wise use of natural resources
In Hamilton County since 1965.

Assistance is offered in the planning, design,
construction, and management of erosion
control structures and practices including
diversions, critical area planting, and stream
bank and shoreline protection.

“The Hamilton County Soil Survey” details

geologic characteristics, flood potential, septic

field absorption suitability, and construction
limitations. We can help you determine the
environmental and economic limitations of

your soils early in the planning process so that
solutions may be incorporated into the project

rather than costly repairs afterwards. Copies

are available at our office and on our website.

Bring in a soil sample for a pH test. We offer
plant recommendations and soil remediation
information.

The District designs and installs dry hydrants
at the request of any fire district or
municipality. Dry hydrants offer easy access
to water from aj
roadway,
shorten the
distance of
water
transportation, |,
and distribute [
more water in g
shorter amount
of time than firg
hydrants.

Erosion control

Mined land plan assistance
Soil pH testing

DEC/APA permit assistance
Shoreline protection

Invasive species management
Dry hydrant design

Pond information

Hydroseeding

Erosion and sediment control
Lake monitoring

Stream monitoring

Volunteer water monitoring
Invasive species

Native tree and shrub sale
Well water testing

Conservation seed mix
Mulch straw

Pond guidebook

Bat houses

Septic dye kits

GIS maps
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Providing Today
Protecting Tomorrow




Since 2006, the District’'s Hydroseeding
Program has been successful in preventing
soil erosion that washes away valuable
nutrients, degrades water quality, and fills
in fish habitat. Mulch, fertilizer, grass
seed, lime, tackifying agents, and water
are mixed in a large tank and sprayed onto
soil. This process is cost effective, allows
for uniform application, promotes quick
growth, and results in thick grass
coverage. We work with private land
owners and municipalities to seed lawns or
large project areas, and stabilize ditches.

Our well water testing program is offered
every summer to ensure county residents
that their drinking water is potable.
Private wells are not regulated under the
Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, and it is
the responsibility of the owner to test the
quality of their water source. Water
samples are analyzed fér coli, total
coliforms, and chloride levels. Any counts
of E. colican result in illness and high
levels of chlorides can corrode the well
and filtration system.
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With great foresight, elected officials
recognized the need to protect Hamilton
County’s vital water resources, and the Board
of Supervisors contracted with the District in
1993 to conduct a comprehensive lake
monitoring
program.
Water
samples are
analyzed for
transparency
pH,
conductivity,
dissolved
oxygen,
alkalinity,
nitrates, total phosphorus, chlorophsyll
calcium, and aluminum. From this data, the
general condition of each lake is interpreted,
and long term trends allow us to keep a
watchful eye out for changes. Reports and
raw data are available.

The health of Hamilton County streams is
assessed using benthic macroinvertebrates.
These aquatic critters are biological
indicators of water quality. Reports are
available.
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Lake Associations partner with the District
and monitor their shorelines for pollution
during the summer. Kits are distributed to
volunteer monitors who are trained to analyze
water samples for transparency, pH,
dissolved oxygen, conductivity, nitrates and
phosphorus. Participants also monitor for
invasive species.

Conservation presentations are available for
Hamilton County organizations and schools.
Topics frequently requested include invasive
species, lake trends and stewardship, tree
identification, biomonitoring, and watersheds.
Outdoor labs are available. 5th and 6th grade
students clue in to conservation at the annual
Lynn Galusha Memaorial Conservation Field
Day. Presentations have ranged from
invasive
species,
wetlands,
and
wilderness
survival to
groundwater
forestry, and
energy
conservation|.
Students
enter the
essay or
poster contests showing what they learned.
High school students’ knowledge of natural
resources is tested at the annual Envirothon.
Teams complete exams in soils, aquatics,
forestry, wildlife, and a current
environmental issue.

Envirothon

From plants to insects to crustaceans,
Hamilton County is being invaded! Non-
native invasive species are introduced
beyond the
borders of
their historic
range,
reproduce
rapidly, and
displace
native
species. They inhibit recreation, degrade
fisheries, contaminate drinking water, and
decrease property value. The District
provides management recommendations,
spread prevention information,
identification brochures, fact sheets, and
presentations. Staff monitor and manage
invasive species in our forests, wetlands,
roadways, and water bodies.
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Every April, the District offers a wide
variety of bare root seedlings and ground
covers to be planted for erosion control,
wildlife habitat improvement, and
beautification. These native plants provide
food and shelter for Adirondack wildlife,
act as wind breaks and privacy screens, an
can be used in the wood product industry.
Wildflower seeds, bat houses,
compost, fertilizer
tablets, tree tubes, and
> other accessories are
2 also available.
)



