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102 County View Dr. 
PO Box 166  

Lake Pleasant, NY 12108 
Phone: (518) 548-3991    
Fax: (518) 548-5602 

E: hcswcd@frontiernet.net 
W: hamiltoncountyswcd.com 

Find us on Facebook 
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District Staff  
 

Elizabeth Mangle  
District Manager 

 
Janice Reynolds  
Clerk/Treasurer 

 
Lenny Croote  

Conservation Technician 
 

Caitlin Stewart  
Conservation Educator 

 
Tom Bielli 

NRCS  District  
Conservationist 

2011 Accomplishments 
along the Sacandaga 
River in Wells, causing 
property and 
environmental damage.  
A Natural Channel 
Design project is in the 
planning stages for the 
Cave Banks site. 
Structures will be 
installed in the stream to 
save property and 
valuable soil from 
eroding into the river. 

·  Multiple erosion 
control best management 
practices and 7 culvert 
assessments were 
implemented for private 
land owners.     

Invasive Species 

·   200 Galerucella 
beetles were released 
along the Sacandaga 
River as biocontrol for 
Purple Loosestrife.   

·   72 hours of Japanese 
Knotweed stem injection 
and management 
coordination occurred. 
·   6 presentations were 

Water Quality  

·  21 lakes were 
monitored for nitrates, 
phosphorus, pH, and 
other parameters.   

·    4 streams were 
monitored for pollution 
using macroinvertebrate 
community composition, 
pH, and dissolved 
oxygen.   
·  Rain and snow pH and 
amount was recorded. 
·   Residents delivered 59 
well water samples for 
bacteria and salt analysis.  

·  2 volunteer water 
monitoring kits were 
distributed to residents 
who monitored their 
shorelines for pollution.   
·   The shoreline of 
Piseco Lake was 
monitored for 
conductivity, an indicator 
of faulty septic systems.   
·   The District assisted 
the DEC with an annual 
Weed Survey on Lake 
Adirondack, monitoring 

the overabundance of 
aquatic plants.    

·   The Water Quality 
Coordinating Committee 
held a reactivation 
meeting and is working 
on strategy revisions.   

·   The District 
participated in 3 
watershed initiatives, 
implementing water 
quality improvements 
and projects.   
·   2 presentations were 
given to civic 
organizations.   

Erosion Control 

·  6.8 acres were 
hydroseeded for 
municipalities and private 
landowners, stabilizing 
soil.  
·  Severe stream bank 
erosion is occurring 

Collecting a lake water sample 

Well water bacteria 

Lake Adirondack weed survey 

Loosestrife devouring  bug 

Hydroseeded ditch work 

Severe erosion at Cave Banks 



given to libraries and civic 
organizations. 

Green Services 

·  4,856 lbs of paper have been 
recycled since January 2011. 

·  1 dry hydrant installation and 
3 surveys were completed. 
·  2 Mined Land Plan Permits 
were completed.   
·   Staff provided assistance for 
2 DEC and APA permits. 
·   The “Elbow Creek: A Case 
Study in Natural Channel 
Design” video was completed. 
·   Orders from the Native Tree 
& Shrub Sale helped to plant 
over 1,905 Adirondack trees 

and shrubs. 
·  4 
information 
booths were 
hosted at 
events to 
distribute 
information 
about 
invasive 
species, 
water 

quality and erosion.   

Conservation Education 

·  30 high school students from 
3 schools competed in the 
Envirothon, taking tough exams 
in aquatics, forestry, soils, 
wildlife, and salt and freshwater 
estuaries.  The Indian Lake 
Cougars received first place and 
competed in the New York 
State competition in Geneva.     

·  98 fifth and sixth grade 
students from 6 area schools 
attended Conservation Field 
Day and hiked the nature trail to 
stations including What Bear 
Goes Where, Follow That Drop, 
Conservation Construction, 
Light Bulb Comparison, Fish 
Morphology, and Tree 
Identification.  The county wide 
first place essay contest winner 

was Joyellen Trezise of Lake 
Pleasant Central School.  The 
county wide first place poster 
contest winner was Maria Black 
of Long Lake Central School.   
·  Senior citizens wrote Haikou 
poems on the theme “Trees in 
Nature” for the Arbor Day 
Poetry Contest.  Bob Tice of 
Long Lake won first place.   
·  3 school presentations were 

given, including wetlands, 
stream monitoring, and Emerald 
Ash Borer.   
·   38 information requests.   

Staff Development 

·   Stream Restoration 
workshop.    
·   Project Wet teacher training. 
·   Working with the Media 

workshop.  
·   Staff attended 4 days of 
training sessions at the Annual 
Water Quality Symposium. 
·   Partnerships for Regional 
Invasive Species Management 
conference calls.   
·   Aquatic invasive plant 
training session. 
·   Forest Connect Webinars 
including wildlife, invasive 
species, and native vegetation. 

Publications and Social Media 

·   9 editions of the 
Conservation Corner were 
emailed to 190 people. 
·   1,040 people received the 
Annual Newsletter.   

·   Completed District brochure. 
·   Updated website. 
·   Maintained Facebook page 
and You Tube account.  

Awards 

·  Districts in the News Award 

Available at our Office 

·  Conservation grass seed and 
mulch straw 
·  Bat houses 
·  Septic dye kits 
·  Nature Trail 

Shredded paper ready for recycling 

Completing the Envirothon Aquatics 
exam 

What Bear Goes Where station at 
Conservation Field Day 

Arbor Day poetry  
contest winners 

6th graders determine stream health 
using aquatic critters 

Dry hydrant 


