
periencing it first hand.  
The HCSWCD hosts 
Conservation Field Day 
for 5th and 6th graders 
and the Envirothon for 
high school students on 
the trail.     

The Nature Trail is 
open year round, 7 days 
a week.  The trailhead 
is located behind the 
HCSWCD’s office 
across from the County 
Courthouse Complex in 
Lake Pleasant, NY.   

Meandering through an 
Adirondack forest, the 
Hamilton County Soil 
and Water Conserva-
t i o n  D i s t r i c t ’ s 
(HCSWCD) Nature 
Trail can be enjoyed 
year round.  Bring your 
skies or snow shoes to 
experience the winter 
landscape and keep 
your eyes open for ani-
mal signs left in the 
fresh snow.  Lace up 
your hiking boots and 
view the bright green 

buds as the deciduous 
trees come back to life 
in the spring.   Pack a 
picnic lunch and watch 
the summer wildlife on 
one of our handmade 
benches.  Rally up your 
family for an autumn 
stroll to photograph 
spectacular foliage.   

Schedule a free guided 
nature hike for your 
organization or class.  
Learn about conserva-
tion ecology while ex-
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Providing today… 
         Protecting tomorrow... 
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Elizabeth Mangle  
District Manager 
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Clerk/Treasurer 
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PO Box 166  
Lake Pleasant, NY 12108 
Phone: (518) 548-3991    
Fax: (518) 548-5602 

Email: hcswcd@frontiernet.net 
Web: hamiltoncountyswcd.com 

Find us on Facebook 

Small rodent tracks 
Conservation Field Day 

Nature hike with  
Girl Scouts 

Snowshoe trail 

Envirothon 

Woodland wildflowers 



T h e 
HCWCD 
is proud 

to offer a 
wide variety 

of native bare-root seed-
lings and ground cover-
ings to be used for ero-
sion control, wildlife 
habitat, beautification, 
Christmas trees, wind-
breaks, and wood produc-
tion. Shrubs and trees 
provide food and cover 
for song and game birds, 
rabbits, deer and other 
wildlife. Plantings act as 
windbreaks and screens 
that protect your home 
from harsh weather and 

provide privacy.   

N e w  I t e m s 
Harvest rainwater from 
your roof  in this white, 
plastic, 55 gallon Rain 
Barrel  and lower your 
water bill.  Collected 
water  can be used to 
wash your car, top off 
your pool and water 
your garden.  Decrease 
flooding, and reduce 
harmful runoff that pol-
lutes our lakes and 
streams.  Rain Barrels 
cost $64 each and come 
equipped with a spigot, 
an overflow pipe, a cin-
der block base, and a 
downspout adaptor.  In-

stall a Bat House on 
your property to de-
crease your bug popula-
tion.  These shy, gentle 
mammals eat 3,000 in-
sects a night!  Keep bats 
out of your home by pro-
viding them a house of 
their very own where 
they can safely roost.  

Ordering Information 
Order forms and photo 
descriptions are available 
on our website or contact 
the HCSWCD to receive 
a form via mail.  Place 
your order by  March 30.  
Planting information will 
be provided with your 
order.   
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and the Elbow Creek 
ecosystem has suffered.  

Natural Channel De-
sign (NCD) is a 
fairly new concept 
to stream restoration 
that utilizes the 
natural fluvial geo-
morphology of a 
stream to promote 
stabilization and to 
reconstruct aquatic 

and flood plain habitat.  

J-hooks and cross vanes 
were installed to redi-
rect the energy of the 
stream away from the 
banks to the center of 
the channel.  Bank ero-
sion is reduced and 
pools behind these 
structures create superb 
habitat for aquatic life.   
 
The DVD “Elbow 
Creek a Case Study in 

Natural Channel 
Design” is now 
available.  This is 
a great addition to 
municipality li-
braries as it details 
stream restoration.  
C o n t a c t  t h e 
HCSWCD to re-
ceive a free copy!      

In 1996, a severe storm 
event washed out a sec-

tion of Glimantown Road 
in Wells.  Substrate and 
pavement were deposited 
in Elbow Creek’s stream-
bed.  Since then, other 
storm events have further 
increased bank erosion. 
Landowners have lost 
portions of their lawns, 
fish populations have 
been adversely impacted, 
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