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Sacandaga River Bank Stabilization 
             For many years, a 300 
foot reach of a 30 foot bank on 
the Sacandaga River in Wells, 
NY has been eroding into the Sa-
candaga River.  The project 
team, a partnership between the 
Hamilton County Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
(HCSWCD), U.S. Fish and Wild 
Service (USFWS), and the Ham-
ilton County and the Town of 
Wells Highway Departments 
worked together to remedy this 
situation.  Permits were acquired 
from the Department of Environ-
mental Conservation, Adiron-

dack Park Agency and the Army 
Corps of Engineers, environ-
mental plans were drawn up by 
USFWS, and this September, the 
stabilization project was com-
pleted by implementing natural 
channel design (NCD).  NCD re-
stores a river to its natural state 

after human disturbance 
such as straightening, 
thus promoting 
stabilization and recon-
structing aquatic and 
flood plain habitat.   
             The section of 
the Sacandaga River that 
flows south towards the 
Town of Wells and into 
Lake Algonquin possesses a 
steep gradient that drops 700 
vertical feet over 8 miles.  As 
the river flows towards Griffin 
Road (County Road No. 8), 
gradient lessens, and the river 

becomes braided with 4 
channels intertwining on 
the landscape.  One of these 
channels, the eastern chan-
nel, has laterally migrated 
towards the left riverbank, 
causing severe erosion that 
threatens the stability of 
County Road No. 8, utilities 
including water, electric, 
and phone, as well as resi-
dential property.   

             The stream bank has 
been eroding at a rate of ap-
proximately 2 feet per year.  If 
the situation was not reme-
died, County Road No. 8, 
utilities, and property would 
eventually be eroded into the 
Sacandaga River.  In addition 

to property damage, adverse en-
vironmental impacts have oc-
curred.  Sediment has been de-
posited into the river, decreasing 
water clarity and filling in criti-
cal habitat for aquatic organ-
isms.              
             The project utilized 
NCD in order to prevent the 
river bank from being further 
eroded into the Sacandaga River.  
Three J-hooks were installed in 
order to redirect the energy of 
the river away from the eroding 
bank towards the center of the 
channel.  In addition, these 
structures create superb habitat 
for fish and other aquatic organ-
isms.  A bench was installed to 
act as an artificial flood plain.         
             Total combined cash 
(equipment, materials, rental 
fees) including in-kind services 
from the project team, amounted 
to $53,000.  Materials for this 
project were purchased through 
U.S Fish and Wildlife, as well as 
Hamilton County funds.  The 
use of NCD resulted in a large 
cost savings in comparison to 
other conventional methods that 
could have been utilized, and is 
one of the most environmentally 
healthy ways to re-stabilize a 
river.  We wish to extend our 
sincere appreciation to Carl 
Schwartz and the USFWS for 
their diligent efforts in complet-
ing this project.     
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In October, we  
recycled approx. 
225 lbs of paper! 
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             Hamilton County 5th 
and 6th grade students clued in 
to conservation at the 30th 
Annual Lynn Galusha 
Memorial Conservation Field 
Day (CFD) event on September 
24.  One hundred and three 
students interactively learned 
about Forestry (Marcus Riehl, 
New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation – 
NYSDEC), Solar Array (Nancy 
Welch, Hamilton County 
Cornell Cooperative Extension), 
Groundwater (Joe Brilling, 
NYS DEC), Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention (Rob 
Streeter and Vince Spadaro, 
NYS DEC), Aquatic 
Biodiversity (Caitlin Stewart, 
(HCSWCD), and K9 Police 
(Steve dela Rosa, Scott Pierce 
and Peter Buswell).  
             Students had the 
opportunity to enter the 5th 
grade essay or 6th grade poster 
contests, showing what they 
learned during CFD.  Thirty-
two students participated in the 
essay contest and 30 students in 
the poster contest.  All entries 
were exceptional and the judges 

commended the quality of the 
students’ work.  This year's 
overall winner of the essay 
contest was Andrew Brown of 
Indian Lake Central School.  
The overall winner of the poster 

contest was Eve Tobey of Long 
Lake Central School.  
Congratulations to all students!  
Thank you to Cornell 
Cooperative Extension for their 
generous donation of the 4-H 
Summer Camp session that was 
awarded to the overall first 
place winners.  

Much Ado 

About 

Turkeys 
 

·  The eastern wild turkey is one 
of the largest North American 
birds.   
·   When flying, speeds of 55 
mph may be reached.  
·  Benjamin Franklin pushed to 
make the turkey our national 
bird instead of the bald eagle.   
·  A group of turkeys is referred 
to as a rafter.  
·  A young turkey is referred to 
as a poult.   
·  Adult turkeys are preyed upon 
by fisher, fox and coyote. 
·  During the evening, turkeys 
roost in trees.     

             This terrestrial invasive 
perennial herb reaches 5 feet in 
height and tolerates dry to moist 
soils.  It has 
a thick 
taproot.  
Rosettes 
grow at 
ground level 
of young (1-
2 year old) 
plants.  The 
stem is 
hairy, grooved, and thick, and 
leaves are alternate and compound 
with jagged teeth.  Five-petaled 
flowers are small, yellow, and 
bloom from June through July.  
Flowers bloom in terminal umbels 
that look like umbrellas.   
             Native to  Eurasia, 
Pastinica sativa invades open 
sunny areas including prairies and 
fens.  Rapid reproduction occurs 
by seeds.  Phytotoxins in the 
flowers, leaves, and stems are 
harmful to humans, causing 
photo-dermatitis.  When 
phytotoxins come into contact 
with skin, they react with sunlight 
and cause blisters, rashes, and 
burns. 
             Wear long sleeves and 
gloves when managing this plant 
to avoid skin irritation.  Small 
infestations may be hand pulled 
with ease after a rain.  Plants may 
be dug from the soil by cutting the 

taproot an inch below the root 
crown.  Bag all plant material in a 
black plastic bag and allow 
material to decompose, then 
dispose of in a transfer station.                   
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